- 2

Dave BasdalThe Gazatie

wiaritn ff{fay hopes her “Fum, Fun, Fun™ informal five music venue in a remodeled print shop building in Wyoming, lowa, takes off after
she hosts “Switchback,” a nationally known Chicago dug, at 7 p.m. Saturday night.

Live music Fun, Fun, Fun in Wyoming

YOMING, Iowa — Musicians

need a place to play. Marilyn

Gray is no musician, but she
likes to listen. So, enter “Fun, Fun,
Fun,” a century-old
print shop turned live
music venue.

“Whal I'like about
musie, it transports
vou to another place,”
savs Marilyn, 66. *1t
takes care of all vour
problems for the mo-
ment. Tt just gives yon
pleasure like hardly
anything elzse.”

In the '508, Marilyn
remembers listening
to the radio as she
picked, cleaned and
packed 300 eges a day. She remembers
the spinning of 45 rpm records in the
Innch room basement at Monticello
High Schoaol. She remembers Amerl-
can Bandstand on TV,

Throughout life, whatever she did

supervising meal preparations at
Camp Courageous, coordinating day-
time activities at the John MeDonald
residential treatment facility, selling
Mary Kay cosmetics — Marilyn lis-
tened to music. As the notes and lyrics
floated in her head, so did her dream:
Bringing live music to the masses.

“T've always wanted to do 1t,” Mari-
Iyn says. "“T've always wanted to bring
live music (o people because I know

[he Garetia

the benefit of that experience.”

She didn't want a bar, a restaurant
or a huge concerl hall.

Marilyvn wanted an intimate place
where musician and audience interact
as one, where music is the single rea-
som people gather (although a home-
made cookie or bar at intermission
can enhance the experience).

Three years ago she and her hus-
band, Mat, bought the old building in
Wyoming's business district where
Crescent Printing Co. had operated
for 90 years. They sandblasted and
cleaned and painted.

“Most musicians say we've got
good acoustics here,” she says, “T'd
give credil to the wooden floor and the

wooden ceiling.”
Oil still seeps up
— from the hardwood
o floor, A brick wall is
(4] exposed where the
'-3?5 plaster crumbled. But
=5 what they've created
15 & Cross between
a coffee house and a concert hall for
125 listeners, Without an elevated
stage, the chairs, mostly white folding
chairs, are arranged on two sides.

“My thinking is, if you do it this
way, everybody's close,” Marilyn
?ﬁys. “T'he musicians say they like
at.”
She has hosted Diva Kai, a
DubuquesTowa City, folk/indie, gui-
tarist/singer and Just 4 Fun, a six-

Switchback details

B What: Swilchback, a duo playing
American roots music with Celtic soul
B Where: Fun, Fun, Fun, downtown

- Woming, lowa

B When: 7 p.m. Saturday

B Admission: $10

B More information: To order tickets or for
more information call (563) A88-3373

woman string band from the Quad
Cities. She's got Switchback from Chi-
cago coming Saturday.

“T'm trving to get people to know
we're here,” says Marilyn, I think
Switchback will help a lot. People
know them.”

A bhig fan of the duo that pla
American roots music hlanﬁaﬁlth
Celtic sonl, she saw them in a Chicago
taping for publie telovision.

“Unce you hear them, yvou'll be go-
ing to their Weh site, www. waygood
music.com, a lot,” she says.

At 510, admission is higher than the
&5 she's charged in the past but less
than you might pay elsewhere. While
only about 30 people have attended
each of the earlier concerts, Marilyn
hopes to pack the house Saturday.

“I feel I can make it,” she says, “T'm
determined to make it.”
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